swer this question. X-ray analysis shows that the double bond C 1=C2 and Ν1, N2 and S1 are coplanar. The planar nitro group is slightly twisted out of the molecular plan (C1-C2-N2-02: 173.9°). The phenyl ring is twisted out of this plan with a torsion angle close to 75° around the Nl-Cl bond. The both phenyl ring and its methoxy group are coplanar together. The atoms N2-C2-C1-N1 are coplanar (torsion angle value 0.1 °) wich implies that the double bond is (£)-configured. The observed torsion angle C2-C1-N1-C4 (179.7°) indicates that Cl-Nl bond is in a s-cis conformation relatively to the MeS and PhNH groups. The X-ray structure of the title compound is in agreement with previous structural assumptions from its cationics species in superacid. 
Source of material
The title compound was prepared on a conventional way by reacting l,l-bis(methylthio)-2-nitroethene with one molar equivalent amount of 4-methoxyaniline in warm acetonitrile. Flash chromatography and slow crystallization from dichloromethane afforded the starting material [1] [2] [3] . Crystals were grown from dichloromethane.
Discussion
Following our interest for cations in superacids, we were driven to study the behavior of the title compound in trifluoromethanesulfonic acid. In this acidic medium, this compound undergoes a double protonation, one on the C2 bearing the nitro group, and another one on the oxygene of the nitro group. This dication slowly isomerizes into another conformational isomer. From *H and 13 C NMR data of these cations, it was concluded that the neutral precursor compound, in the solid state, is probably (£)-configured at the C1=C2 double bond level and that the C2-N2 bond is in the s-cis conformation [1] , The present study was undertaken to an- Correspondence author (e-mail: jean-marie.coustard@gmx.net) 
(£)-l-(Methylthio)-l-(4'-methoxyphenylamino)-2-nitroethene

